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Situation Report #576 COVID-19 / Rapport sur la
situation n® 576: COVID-19

Ministry of Health | Health System Emergency Management Branch / Ministére de la Santé |
Direction de la gestion des situations d’'urgence pour le systéme de santé

December 15, 2021 / 15 décembre 2021

Situation:
Case count as of December 15, 2021 / Nombre de cas le 15 decembre 2021

Change from Change from

Area | Réaion | Case count/ yesterday / Deaths / yesterday /

d Nombre de cas | Changement Déces Changement par
par rapport a rapport a hier
hier
Ontario* 636 920 +1 808 10 093 + 9

*Ontario Numbers current as of 3 p.m. yesterday / Chiffres de I'Ontario a jour a 15h hier

Vaccination Vaccination Yesterday / Hier
Cumulat|vel v_accme Nom_b|_'e tc?tal de doses de vaccin 24 711 702
doses administered administrées
DELE) 7-day % change /
Source / % de
Confirmed Cases Cas confirmés Source | Yesterday / Hier °
des changement sur
; 7 jours
données
. Nombre cumulatif de CCM/ o
Cumulative Cases cas SPGCC 636 920 2%
Nombre de cas chez
Health Sector Worker || travailleurs du CCM/ 25 337 1%
Cases . SPGCC
secteur de la santé
. Nombre cumulatif de CCM/ o
Cumulative Resolved cas résolus SPGCC 614 161 1%
. Nombre cumulatif de CCM/ o
Cumulative Deaths déces SPGCC 10 093 0%
Long-Term Care Nombre de décés de Ontario.ca: Status of COVID-19 donta“zci;\tﬁ;_
Home Residents résidents des CSLD cases in LTCH aescdsde ns
19 en FSLD
Nombre de décés de
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Ministry of Health

COVID-19 Case, Contact and Outbreak
Management Interim Guidance: Omicron
Surge

Version 2.0 - December 15, 2021

This guidance document provides basic information only. It is not intended to
provide medical advice, diagnosis or treatment or legal advice.

In the event of any conflict between this guidance document and any orders or
directives issued by the Minister of Health or the Chief Medical Officer of Health
(CMOH), the order or directive prevails.

e Please check the Ministry of Health (MOH) COVID-19 website regularly for
updates to this document, mental health resources, and other information,

e Please check the Directives, Memorandums and Other Resources page
regularly for the most up to date directives.

Background

In response to the evolving situation related to the COVID-19 Omicron (B.1.1529)
variant of concern (VOC), the Ministry of Health is providing interim additional
guidance on case, contact and outbreak management for public health units (PHUSs)
in an effort to mitigate further transmission. The proportion of Omicron cases are
rising rapidly in Ontario and timely and efficient case and contact management
(C&CM) is needed to identify and recommend self-isolation of high-risk contacts of
cases. This guidance is to be used as an interim update to and in conjunction with
Management of Cases and Contacts of COVID-19 in Ontario and where conflicting,
superseding the COVID-19 Fully Vaccinated and Previously Positive Individuals:
Case, Contact and Outbreak Management Interim Guidance.

Surveillance reporting on VOCs in Ontario can be found on the Public Health Ontario
webpage.

The overall goal in Ontario currently is mitigation of further transmission of Omicron
by managing individuals with the highest-risk of transmission (i.e. household
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/dir_mem_res.aspx

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/management_cases_contacts.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/COVID-19_fully_vaccinated_interim_guidance.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/COVID-19_fully_vaccinated_interim_guidance.pdf

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/data-and-analysis/infectious-disease/covid-19-data-surveillance
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contacts, congregate living contacts and school contacts, etc)), as well as mitigating
outbreaks and transmission to vulnerable individuals in high-risk settings. Ontario
continues to strive to mitigate morbidity and mortality from COVID-19, and to
mitigate impacts on hospitals and the broader health system. Until more is known,
public health case and contact management (C&CM) approaches are outlined
below.

Ontario continues to work with federal counterparts to ensure measures are in place
to help limit the risk of further transmission from imported cases arriving in the
country.

PHUs can refer to Appendix 10: Case and Contact management COVID-19 Surge
Support Model for evidence-informed modifications to case and contact
management practices in an effort to ensure that all Ontarians receive increased
consistency in the level of service regardless of jurisdiction.

Updated Case and Contact Management for All
COVID-19 Cases

All COVID-19 cases can be sent to the Provincial Workforce (PWF) for initial
contact.

e The PWF will provide cases with self-isolation instructions as well as testing
and self-isolation information to be passed onto their household members and
other high-risk contacts (a virtual handout will be provided).

o Household members of cases will be asked to self-isolate, regardless of
vaccination status.

e The Virtual Assistant Tool will be leveraged to provide case monitoring and
additional information for cases.

COVID-19 Cases in High-Risk Settings

e Following the initial case assessment by the PWF as outlined above, if a case is
determined to live, work, attend, volunteer or be admitted in any of the
following high-risk settings, the PWF will send these cases back to the PHU for
additional follow up.

e High-risk settings include:

o Hospitals and Health care settings (including complex continuing care
facilities and acute care facilities)



http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/app10_case_contact_management_COVID-19_surge_support_model.pdf

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/app10_case_contact_management_COVID-19_surge_support_model.pdf
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o Congregate living settings (E.g. Long-Term Care, Retirement Homes,
group homes, shelters, hospices, post-secondary dormitories,
temporary foreign worker setting, correctional institutions)

o Elementary School, Middle School or Secondary School
Child Care Centres, Camps

Case Management

e Cases should be managed as per the Management of Cases and Contacts of
COVID-19 in Ontario, however, follow up calls after the initial contact by the
PWEF are at the discretion of the public health unit.

o Follow up calls may be considered if challenges in self-isolation are
identified, or additional supports for self-isolation are required.

Management of Contacts in the High-Risk Setting

e PHUs are responsible for follow up of high-risk contacts in the case's high-risk
setting.

e All high-risk contacts associated with the high-risk setting of the case must self-
isolate for 10 days (regardless of vaccination status or previously positive status)
and be tested in accordance with the COVID-19 Provincial Testing Guidance.

¢ Management of Critical Staffing Shortages: If the high-risk contact is a staff
member in a health care or congregate living setting, and they are
asymptomatic and fully vaccinated, they may work under work-self-isolation as
per the COVID-19 Provincial Testing and Clearance Guidance if clinical care
would be severely compromised without additional staffing.




https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/management_cases_contacts.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/contact_mngmt/management_cases_contacts.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_guidance.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/2019_testing_guidance.pdf#page=15
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Definitions for Omicron

The below definitions are for the purposes of data collection, reporting and
communications only, these definitions do not need to be applied to C&CM
practices. Refer to SARS-CoV-2 (COVID-19 Virus) Variant of Concern (VoC) S
Screening and Genomic Sequencing for Surveillance for explanations on S gene
target failure (SGTF) (i.e,, S gene not detected while other SARS-CoV-2 genes are
detected) and test interpretation.

Confirmed case of Omicron

e Laboratory-confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infection with the lineage identified as
Omicron (B.1.1529) by whole -genome sequencing identifying the Omicron
variant.

Probable case of Omicron

e Confirmed or probable COVID-19 cases AND:
o VOC screening results are suggestive of Omicron (this includes, among
others, an SGTF on the TagPath™ assay, a positive del69/70 PCR, or a
positive N501Y PCR).

OR

o An epidemiological link to a confirmed Omicron case



https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/test-information-index/covid-19-voc

https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/laboratory-services/test-information-index/covid-19-voc




Retirement Home

résidents des maisons

RHRA Dashboard

Tableau de bord de

Residents de retraite I'ORMR
Nombre de décés de CCM /
Health Sector Worker | travailleurs du secteur SPGCC 18 0%
de la santé
Daily Count / Nombre quotidien
Data Decem2b0e2r 18: December 3,
Effective Taux de reproduction 2021 - December
. . " Source / December 14,
Reproduction effectif (Re)* et 9,2021/3
. . Source 2021/8
Number (Rt)* and intervalle de decembre, 2021
- . des | decembre, 2021
Confidence Interval confiance ; - 9 decembre,
données | - 14 decembre, 2021
2021
. . PHO/ 1.27[1.25 -
Ontario Ontario SPO 1.30] 1.16[1.13 - 1.19]
PHO / 0.90[0.83 -
North Nord SPO 0.98] 1.02 [0.94 - 1.09]
PHO/ 1.53 [1.47 -
Eastern Est SPO 1.60] 1.30[1.23 - 1.38]
PHO/ 1.23[1.18 -
Central East Centre-Est SPO 1.28] 1.13[1.08 - 1.19]
PHO / 1.38 [1.31 -
Toronto Toronto SPO 1.45] 1.28 [1.20 - 1.36]
PHO/ 1.20[1.14 -
South West Sud-Ouest SPO 1.26] 1.06 [1.01 - 1.12]
PHO / 1.26 [1.21 -
Central West Centre-Ouest SPO 1.32] 1.18 [1.12 - 1.24]
7-day average /
Testing Dépistage Yesterday / Hier Moyenne de 7
jours
. Dépistages quotidiens NOC /
Daily tests completed effectués COR 44 726 39 617
% positivity % de positivité '\é%CR/ 6.0% 5.1%
Tests in process Analyses en cours NOC / 28 940 22 691

COR



https://www.rhra.ca/en/covid19dashboard/
https://www.rhra.ca/fr/covid19dashboard/
https://www.rhra.ca/fr/covid19dashboard/

[Daily Count / Nombre quotidien

el 7-day % change /
Source / % de
Acute Care Soins aigus Source | Yesterday / Hier
des changemen_t sur
) 7 jours
données
Confirmed patients Cas confirmés dBCS/ 357 79
hospitalized hospitalisés RqL
Cumulative Nombre cumulatif de CCM /
hospitalized health travailleurs du secteur 483 0%
X Y SPGCC
sector workers de la santé hospitalisés
Nombre cumulatifs de
Cumulative health travailleurs du secteur CCmMm/ 20
sector workers in ICU | de la santé aux soins SPGCC 100 0
intensifs
7-day average /
Moyenne de 7
jours
Current vented Patient§ agtuellement
. . branchés a un CCSO/
patients (includes . : 623 614
COVID+) respirateur (incluent les | SOSMPC
COVID+)
COVID+ sur CCSO/
CRCI Vented respirateur SOSMPC 102 9
Daily Count / Nombre quotidien
Data
Source / 7-day average /
Active Outbreaks Eclosions actives Source | Yesterday / Hier Moyenne de 7
des jours
données
Congregate Care / Habitations collectives
CCM/
LTCH FLSD SPGCC 12 10

CCM/




RH MR SPGCC 3 3
. . CCM/
Hospital Hoépital SPGCC 7 9
Congregate Living / Hébergement collectif
Group Homes / Foyers de groupe / CCM/
. . logement avec 12 10
Supportive Housing . . SPGCC
services de soutien
CCM/
Shelter Refuge SPGCC 6 6
. o Etablissements CCM/
Correctional Facilities correctionnels SPGCC 5 5
Short-term Logement temporaire CcMm/ 0 0
Accommodation 9 P SPGCC
Autre hébergement CCM/
Other congregate collectif SPGCC 8 8
Education / Education
. , CCmMm/
Childcare Garde d’enfants SPGCC 34 35
. ) . CCM/
Elementary school Ecole élémentaire SPGCC 298 271
. . CCM/
Secondary school Ecole secondaire SPGCC 27 23
Elementary/Secondary | Ecole CCM/ 9 8
school élémentaire/secondaire | SPGCC
. CCM/
Post-Secondary Postsecondaire SPGCC 6 4
Workplaces / Lieu de travail
o . CCM/
Farm Exploitation agricole SPGCC 4 2
. Transformation CCM/
Food Processing alimentaire SPGCC 1 1
. o CCM/
Retail Vente au détail SPGCC 11 12
Medical/Health Service médical / de CCM/ 9 7
Service santé SPGCC
Other Workplace Autre lieu de travail CCM/ 72 74
P SPGCC
Recreational / Loisir
Bar / Restaurant / Bar / restaurant / boite CCM/ 17 16
Nightclub de nuit SPGCC
Activités de CCM /
Recreational Fitness conditionnement 27 20
. e SPGCC
physique récréatives
Personal Service Etablissement de CCM/ 0 0
Setting services personnels SPGCC
Other recreational Autre établissement de CCM/ 20 16
setting loisir SPGCC
Other / Autre
Other Autre ccm/ 3 4

SPGCC




44 45

Undefined Indéfini ‘ CeMm/ ‘

SPGCC

CCM = Provincial Case and Contact Management Solution; PHO = Public Health Ontario; NOC = COVID19
Provincial Diagnostic Network Operations Centre; CCSO = Critical Care Services Ontario; dBCS = Daily Bed
Census; CRCI = COVID-Related Critical lliness (COVID-Related Critical lliness (CRCI) is defined as: Admission to
the ICU because of a clinical syndrome consistent with COVID, AND the patient has had a positive test that is
consistent with acute COVID iliness. COVID+ is a sub-set of CRCI patients whose last COVID test was positive.)

*Effective reproduction number (Rt) is updated twice weekly and not daily. Rt is not calculated for PHU Regions
with case counts < 12 over the reporting period.

SPGCC= Systéeme provincial de gestion des cas et des contacts; SPO = Santé publique Ontario; COR = Centre
des opérations du réseau provincial de diagnostic de la COVID-19; SOSMPC = Services ontariens des soins aux
malades en phase critique; RqL = Recensement quotidien des lits; MGLC = maladie grave liée a la COVID-19 (
une maladie grave liée a la COVID-19 s’entend d’'une maladie entrainant I'admission aux soins intensifs en raison
d’'un syndrome clinique correspondant a la COVID-19, ET le résultat du dépistage concorde avec une COVID-19
active. COVID+ est une série secondaire de patients dont le dernier dépistage de la COVID a été positif.)

*Le taux de reproduction effectif (Re) est mis a jour deux fois par semaine et non pas quotidiennement. Le Re
n’est pas calculé pour les régions desservies par les BSP enregistrant < 12 cas pendant la période visée par le
rapport.

Data are provided in English format / Le format des chiffres est le format anglo-saxon

Update

e The COVID-19 Omicron Case, Contact and Outbreak Management Interim
Guidance has been updated and is attached. This will be available on the Ministry’s
website in French and English shortly.

e The Ontario government is rapidly accelerating its booster dose rollout by

expanding eligibility to all individuals aged 18 and over, as well as shortening the
interval to three months following an individual's second dose.

Mise a jour

o Le document Directives provisoires sur la gestion des cas, des contacts et des
éclosions de COVID-19 Omicron a été mis a jour et se trouve en piéce jointe en
anglais. |l sera affiché sur le site Web du ministére en francais et en anglais sous
peu.

e Le gouvernement de I'Ontario accélere le déploiement de la dose de rappel du
vaccin en élargissant I'admissibilité a toutes les personnes dgées de 18 ans et plus,
ainsi qu’en réduisant l'intervalle entre la deuxiéme dose et la dose de rappel a trois
mois.

Looking for more information?
» For more information about cases and deaths in Ontario over the course of this
pandemic, and for breakdowns by region, age, and sex, please view the Government of
Ontario website or the Ontario COVID-19 Data Tool by Public Health Ontario.


https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001352/all-ontarians-18-eligible-for-covid-19-booster-appointments-at-three-month-interval
https://news.ontario.ca/fr/release/1001352/tous-les-ontariens-et-les-ontariennes-ages-de-18-ans-admissibles-pourront-recevoir-leur-dose-de-rappel-a-un-intervalle-de-trois-mois
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealthontario.ca%2Fen%2Fdata-and-analysis%2Finfectious-disease%2Fcovid-19-data-surveillance%2Fcovid-19-data-tool&data=02%7C01%7CEOCOperations.MOH%40ontario.ca%7C474cc0561d594487927408d82f33c1ba%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637311246622116228&sdata=5YR94ZEfkNPmJlw91xLkKzsoc3z6OTW8WsF9%2FuBKpY8%3D&reserved=0

o Please visit the ministry website for sector-specific guidance and directives,
memorandums and other resources.

Vous cherchez d’autres renseignements?

o Pour obtenir d’autres renseignements sur les cas et les décés en Ontario pendant cette
pandémie, et pour connaitre la répartition par région, age et sexe, consultez le site Web
du gouvernement de I'Ontario ou 'Outil de données de I'Ontario sur la COVID-19 publié

par Santé publique Ontario.
o Consultez le site Web du Ministére pour obtenir le document d’orientation ainsi que les

directives, notes de service et autres ressources particuliéres au secteur.

If you have received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete all copies.
Opinions, conclusions or other information contained in this e-mail may not be that of the organization.

Si vous avez regu ce message par erreur, veuillez communiquer avec I'expéditeur et supprimer toutes les copies.
Les opinions, les conclusions ou d’autres informations contenues dans ce message ne sont pas nécessairement

celles de I'organisation
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/dir_mem_res.aspx
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https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealthontario.ca%2Ffr%2Fdata-and-analysis%2Finfectious-disease%2Fcovid-19-data-surveillance%2Fcovid-19-data-tool&data=02%7C01%7CEOCOperations.MOH%40ontario.ca%7C474cc0561d594487927408d82f33c1ba%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637311246622126223&sdata=4gvJedGsg%2Br%2Bd%2BfAomWfgooE8KIJruhJoLNJg%2BbV09g%3D&reserved=0
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