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Situation Report #430: COVID-19 / Rapport sur
la situation no 430: COVID-19
Ministry of Health | Health System Emergency Management Branch / Ministère de la Santé |
Direction de la gestion des situations d’urgence pour le système de santé
 

May 14, 2021 / 14 mai 2021

 

Situation:
Case count as of May 14, 2021 / Nombre de cas le 14 mai 2021

Area / Région Area / Région

Change from
yesterday /

Changement
par rapport à

hier

Deaths /
Décès

Change from
yesterday /

Changement
par rapport à

hier
Canada* 1 312 408 + 6 638 24 825 +  59
Ontario** 504 533 + 2 362 8 431 +  26

* Numbers from PHAC current as of 7 p.m. yesterday / Chiffres de l’ASPC à jour à 19h hier.  
** Ontario current as of 3 p.m. yesterday / Chiffres de l’Ontario à jour à 15h hier.
 

Ontario:
Vaccination* Vaccination Yesterday / Hier
Cumulative vaccine
doses administered

Nombre total de doses de vaccin
administrées 6 771 128

 

Confirmed Cases Cas confirmés

Data
Source /

Source
des

données

Yesterday / Hier

7-day % change /
% de

changement sur
7 jours

Cumulative Cases Nombre cumulatif de
cas

CCM /
SPGCC 504 533 4%

Health Sector Worker
Cases

Nombre de cas chez
les travailleurs du
secteur de la santé

CCM /
SPGCC 22 624 2%

Cumulative Resolved Nombre cumulatif de
cas résolus

CCM /
SPGCC 468 033 5%

Cumulative Deaths Nombre cumulatif de
décès

CCM /
SPGCC 8 431 2%

Long-Term Care Nombre de décès de  Ontario.ca: Status of COVID-19
Ontario.ca: État

mailto:EOCOperations.MOH@ontario.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-ontario-is-responding-covid-19#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/reponse-ontario-au-covid-19#section-2
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/2019_guidance.aspx
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/protocols_guidelines/Vaccine_Storage_and_Handling_Protocol_2018_en.pdf

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/reference/vaccine%20_storage_handling_guidelines_en.pdf

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/common/system/services/phu/locations.aspx

mailto:EOCOperations.moh@ontario.ca
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https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/drugs-health-products/covid19-industry/drugs-vaccines-treatments/authorization/list-drugs.html

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/protocols_guidelines/Vaccine_Storage_and_Handling_Protocol_2018_en.pdf

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/reference/vaccine%20_storage_handling_guidelines_en.pdf

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/flu/uiip/log_book.pdf
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/flu/uiip/log_book.pdf

http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/flu/uiip/log_book.pdf
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http://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/protocols_guidelines/Vaccine_Storage_and_Handling_Protocol_2018_en.pdf
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mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:QA-GMP@innomar-strategies.com

mailto:PHAC.vaccine.NOC-CON.vaccin.ASPC@canada.ca

mailto:PHAC.vaccine.NOC-CON.vaccin.ASPC@canada.ca
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https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/reference/vaccine%20_storage_handling_guidelines_en.pdf
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https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/pfizer-biontech-covid-19-vaccine-pm1-en.pdf

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html
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https://covid-vaccine.canada.ca/info/pdf/moderna-covid-19-vaccine-pm1.pdf

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/immunization/national-advisory-committee-on-immunization-naci/recommendations-use-covid-19-vaccines.html
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https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/oph_standards/docs/reference/vaccine%20_storage_handling_guidelines_en.pdf
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Ministry of Health  


Office of Chief Medical Officer of 
Health, Public Health  
393 University Avenue, 21st Floor 
Toronto ON  M5G 2M2 
 
Tel.: 416 212-3831 
Fax: 416 325-8412 


Ministère de la Santé 


Bureau du médecin hygiéniste en 
chef, santé publique 
393 avenue University, 21e étage 
Toronto ON  M5G 2M2 
 
Tél. : 416 212-3831 
Téléc. : 416 325-8412 


 


May 14th, 2021 
 


MEMORANDUM 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
I am writing to you today to make sure that you are aware of the recent announcement that, 
effective May 11, 2021, Ontario paused the rollout and administration of first doses of 
AstraZeneca COVID-19 vaccine (AZ)/ COVISHIELD vaccine. 
 
Why was this decision taken? 
 
• This decision was made out of an abundance of caution due to the increase in the rare blood 


clotting condition, known as vaccine-induced immune thrombotic thrombocytopenia (VITT) or 
Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS), linked to the AstraZeneca/COVISHIELD 
vaccine.  


• The decision to pause is also based on the increase and reliable supply of the Pfizer and 
Moderna mRNA vaccines in Ontario. 


 
What is Vaccine-Induced Immune Thrombotic Thrombocytopenia (VITT) and Thrombosis with 
Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS)?  
 
• Thrombosis with Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS) is a condition characterized by the 


presence of acute venous or arterial thrombosis with new onset thrombocytopenia (low levels 
of platelets), and no known recent exposure to heparin (based on the case finding definition 
proposed by the Brighton Collaboration).  


• Vaccine-Induced Immune Thrombotic Thrombocytopenia (VITT) refers to the clinical syndrome 
of TTS, in addition to laboratory tests that confirm platelet activation (i.e., anti-platelet 4 
antibodies). The blood clots associated with this syndrome are more aggressive and more likely 
to be associated with severe outcomes, than traditional blood clots. 


• For more information about clinical assessment and the management of this condition, please 
see the Ontario Science Advisory Table clinical guidance on VITT 


 
 


…./2  



https://brightoncollaboration.us/thrombosis-with-thrombocytopenia-syndrome-interim-case-definition/





14-075 


-2- 
 
How did we learn about the cases of VITT?  
 
• We learned about the cases of VITT because of the astute and knowledgeable clinicians and 


public health officials we have in Ontario. All health care providers have a duty to report 
adverse events following immunizations (AFEIs) to their local public health unit.   


• Following investigation by local public health units, AEFIs are reported to Public Health Ontario 
who work with provincial and national bodies to review safety signals.  AEFIs reporting is part of 
our comprehensive surveillance program that is helping to ensure the ongoing monitoring of 
the safety of our COVID-19 Vaccine program. 


 
How do I talk to my patients about this announcement?  
 
• This decision was made out of an abundance of caution.  Based on the much higher risks of 


COVID-19 infection recently observed in Ontario including hospitalization, serious illness and 
death, we maintain that those who received their first dose with the AstraZeneca vaccine did 
absolutely the right thing to prevent illness, and to protect their families, loved ones and 
communities. 


• Although the risk of this serious side effect is rare, patients should still be counselled for 
symptoms to be aware of.  If individuals develop any of the following symptoms after receiving 
the vaccine they should seek immediate medical attention: a severe headache that does not go 
away; a seizure; difficulty moving part of your body; new blurry vision or double vision that 
does not go away; difficulty speaking; shortness of breath; severe chest, back, or abdominal 
pain; unusual bleeding or bruising; new reddish or purplish spots, or blood blisters; or new 
severe swelling, pain, or colour change of an arm or a leg. 


 


Will a second dose of AstraZeneca vaccine be recommended to individuals who received a first 
dose? 
 
• In collaboration with health experts at Public Health Ontario, the Science Advisory Table and 


our federal, provincial and territorial partners, we are reviewing the data to consider options 
for the use of the AstraZeneca vaccine for second doses and more broadly moving forward.  


• We look forward to providing more guidance in advance of people’s needing to receive their 
second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine. More information will be provided in the coming days. 


 
Regards, 


 
 
David C. Williams, MD, MHSc, FRCPC 
Chief Medical Officer of Health 
 



https://www.publichealthontario.ca/en/health-topics/immunization/vaccine-safety





Home Residents résidents des CSLD cases in LTCH
des cas de COVID-

19 en FSLD

Retirement Home
Residents

Nombre de décès de
résidents des maisons
de retraite

 RHRA Dashboard
Tableau de bord de

l’ORMR

Health Sector Worker
Nombre de décès de
travailleurs du secteur
de la santé

CCM /
SPGCC   18 6%

Daily Count / Nombre quotidien

Effective
Reproduction
Number (Rt)* and
Confidence Interval

Taux de reproduction
effectif (Re)* et
intervalle de
confiance

Data
Source /

Source
des

données

May 7, 2021 -
May 13, 2021 /

7 mai, 2021 - 13
mai, 2021

May 5, 2021 -
May 11, 2021 / 5

mai, 2021 - 11
mai, 2021

Ontario Ontario PHO /
SPO

0.88 [0.86 -
0.89] 0.89 [0.87 - 0.90]

North Nord PHO /
SPO

1.01 [0.90 -
1.14] 0.96 [0.85 - 1.08]

Eastern Est PHO /
SPO

0.84 [0.79 -
0.89] 0.85 [0.81 - 0.90]

Central East Centre-Est PHO /
SPO

0.87 [0.85 -
0.89] 0.91 [0.89 - 0.93]

Toronto Toronto PHO /
SPO

0.86 [0.84 -
0.88] 0.85 [0.83 - 0.88]

South West Sud-Ouest PHO /
SPO

0.97 [0.91 -
1.03] 0.98 [0.92 - 1.04]

Central West Centre-Ouest PHO /
SPO

0.88 [0.85 -
0.92] 0.87 [0.84 - 0.90]

Testing Dépistage  Yesterday / Hier
7-day average / 

Moyenne de 7
jours

Daily tests completed Dépistages quotidiens
effectués

NOC /
COR 44 040 39 857

% positivity % de positivité NOC /
COR 6.1% 7.1%

Tests in process Analyses en cours NOC / 22 237 21 479

https://www.ontario.ca/page/how-ontario-is-responding-covid-19#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/reponse-ontario-au-covid-19#section-2
https://www.ontario.ca/fr/page/reponse-ontario-au-covid-19#section-2
https://www.rhra.ca/en/covid19dashboard/
https://www.rhra.ca/fr/covid19dashboard/
https://www.rhra.ca/fr/covid19dashboard/


COR
Daily Count / Nombre quotidien

Acute Care Soins aigus

Data
Source /

Source
des

données

Yesterday / Hier

7-day % change /
% de

changement sur
7 jours

Confirmed patients
hospitalized

Cas confirmés
hospitalisés

dBCS /
RqL 1582 -18%

Cumulative
hospitalized health
sector workers

Nombre cumulatif de
travailleurs du secteur
de la santé hospitalisés

CCM /
SPGCC 423 1%

Cumulative health
sector workers in ICU

Nombre cumulatifs de
travailleurs du secteur
de la santé aux soins
intensifs

CCM /
SPGCC

                       
93 1%

    
7-day average / 

Moyenne de 7
jours

Current vented
patients (includes
COVID+)

Patients actuellement
branchés à un
respirateur (incluent les
COVID+)

CCSO /
SOSMPC 989                       973

CRCI Vented COVID+ sur
respirateur

CCSO /
SOSMPC 562                       568

Daily Count / Nombre quotidien

Active Outbreaks Éclosions actives

Data
Source /

Source
des

données

Yesterday / Hier
7-day average / 

Moyenne de 7
jours

Congregate Care / Habitations collectives

LTCH FLSD CCM / 30 39



SPGCC

RH MR CCM /
SPGCC 16 16

Hospital Hôpital CCM /
SPGCC 36 40

Congregate Living / Hébergement collectif

Group Homes /
Supportive Housing

Foyers de groupe /
logement avec
services de soutien

CCM /
SPGCC 38 38

Shelter Refuge CCM /
SPGCC 23 23

Correctional Facilities Établissements
correctionnels

CCM /
SPGCC 4 5

Short-term
Accommodation Logement temporaire CCM /

SPGCC 3 4

Other congregate Autre hébergement
collectif

CCM /
SPGCC 6 7

Education / Éducation

Childcare Garde d’enfants CCM /
SPGCC 116 124

Elementary school École élémentaire CCM /
SPGCC 5 6

Secondary school École secondaire CCM /
SPGCC 1 1

Elementary/Secondary
school

École
élémentaire/secondaire

CCM /
SPGCC 0 0

Post-Secondary Postsecondaire CCM /
SPGCC 5 5

Workplaces / Lieu de travail

Farm Exploitation agricole CCM /
SPGCC 19 19

Food Processing Transformation
alimentaire

CCM /
SPGCC 23 23

Retail Vente au détail CCM /
SPGCC 33 35

Medical/Health
Service

Service médical / de
santé

CCM /
SPGCC 4 4

Other Workplace Autre lieu de travail CCM /
SPGCC 233 244

Recreational / Loisir
Bar / Restaurant /
Nightclub

Bar / restaurant / boîte
de nuit

CCM /
SPGCC 26 27

Recreational Fitness
Activités de
conditionnement
physique récréatives

CCM /
SPGCC 1 1

Personal Service
Setting

Établissement de
services personnels

CCM /
SPGCC 0 0

Other recreational
setting

Autre établissement de
loisir

CCM /
SPGCC 18 19

Other / Autre
CCM /



Other Autre SPGCC 6 7

Undefined Indéfini CCM /
SPGCC 4 4

CCM = Provincial Case and Contact Management Solution; PHO = Public Health Ontario; NOC = COVID19
Provincial Diagnostic Network Operations Centre; CCSO = Critical Care Services Ontario; dBCS = Daily Bed
Census; CRCI = COVID-Related Critical Illness (COVID-Related Critical Illness (CRCI) is defined as: Admission to
the ICU because of a clinical syndrome consistent with COVID, AND the patient has had a positive test that is
consistent with acute COVID illness. COVID+ is a sub-set of CRCI patients whose last COVID test was positive.)

*Effective reproduction number (Rt) is updated twice weekly and not daily.  Rt is not calculated for PHU Regions
with case counts < 12 over the reporting period. 

SPGCC= Système provincial de gestion des cas et des contacts; SPO = Santé publique Ontario; COR = Centre
des opérations du réseau provincial de diagnostic de la COVID-19; SOSMPC = Services ontariens des soins aux
malades en phase critique; RqL = Recensement quotidien des lits; MGLC = maladie grave liée à la COVID-19 (
une maladie grave liée à la COVID-19 s’entend d’une maladie entraînant l’admission aux soins intensifs en raison
d’un syndrome clinique correspondant à la COVID-19, ET le résultat du dépistage concorde avec une COVID-19
active. COVID+ est une série secondaire de patients dont le dernier dépistage de la COVID a été positif.)

*Le taux de reproduction effectif (Re) est mis à jour deux fois par semaine et non pas quotidiennement. Le Re
n’est pas calculé pour les régions desservies par les BSP enregistrant < 12 cas pendant la période visée par le
rapport.

Data are provided in English format / Le format des chiffres est le format anglo-saxon

 
Update

Retirement Homes Policy to Implement Directive #3 has been updated and is available
on the Ministry’s website.
COVID-19 Vaccine Storage and Handling Guidance has been updated and is attached.
It will be available shortly in French and English on the Ministry’s website.
A memo was shared from Dr. Williams today to provide some additional context and
rationale to the pause in first doses of AstraZeneca (AZ)/COVISHIELD (CS). The
Questions and Answers document included in this sit rep is to support providers in
talking to patients about this change.

 
Mise à jour

Politique des maisons de retraite visant à mettre en oeuvre la Directive no 3 a été mis à
jour et affiché sur le site Web du ministère.
COVID-19 : Guide sur l’entreposage et la manipulation des vaccins à été mis à jour et se
trouve en annexe (en anglais seulement). Le document sera disponible sous peu en
français et en anglais sur le Site Web du Ministère.
Une note de service a été transmise aujourd'hui par le Dr Williams afin de fournir un
contexte et une justification supplémentaires à l’interruption des premières doses de du
vaccin d’AstraZeneca (AZ)/COVISHIELD (CS). Le document de questions et réponses
inclus dans ce rapport de situation a pour but d'aider les fournisseurs de soins à parler
de ce changement aux patients.

Looking for more information?

For more information about cases and deaths in Ontario over the course of this
pandemic, and for breakdowns by region, age, and sex, please view the Government of
Ontario website or the Ontario COVID-19 Data Tool by Public Health Ontario.

https://www.health.gov.on.ca/en/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/retirement_homes_visiting_policy_guidance.pdf
https://www.health.gov.on.ca/fr/pro/programs/publichealth/coronavirus/docs/retirement_homes_visiting_policy_guidance.pdf
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/data
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.publichealthontario.ca%2Fen%2Fdata-and-analysis%2Finfectious-disease%2Fcovid-19-data-surveillance%2Fcovid-19-data-tool&data=02%7C01%7CEOCOperations.MOH%40ontario.ca%7C474cc0561d594487927408d82f33c1ba%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C1%7C637311246622116228&sdata=5YR94ZEfkNPmJlw91xLkKzsoc3z6OTW8WsF9%2FuBKpY8%3D&reserved=0


Please visit the ministry website for sector-specific guidance and directives,
memorandums and other resources.

 
Vous cherchez d’autres renseignements?
 

Pour obtenir d’autres renseignements sur les cas et les décès en Ontario pendant cette
pandémie, et pour connaître la répartition par région, âge et sexe, consultez le site Web
du gouvernement de l’Ontario ou l’Outil de données de l’Ontario sur la COVID-19 publié
par Santé publique Ontario.
Consultez le site Web du Ministère pour obtenir le document d’orientation ainsi que les
directives, notes de service et autres ressources particulières au secteur.

 
 

 

 

If you have received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender and delete all copies.
Opinions, conclusions or other information contained in this e-mail may not be that of the organization.

Si vous avez reçu ce message par erreur, veuillez communiquer avec l’expéditeur et supprimer toutes les copies. 
Les opinions, les conclusions ou d’autres informations contenues dans ce message ne sont pas nécessairement
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